
St Henry’s.   

Brothers Henry and Wendelin  Schnekenburger, German 

immigrants, settled in Aldborough Township, in an area that 

came to be known as Churchville in the 1850’s. This area, now 

the cross roads of Kerr Road and Thomson Line, south of West 

Lorne, was settled by German and Irish immigrants and 

eventually three churches were built on opposing corners;  

Lutheran, Episcopalian and Roman Catholic, and thus the 

moniker Churchville.  The first years of pioneer life Mass was 

said by a traveling priest that travelled by horseback from 

Chatham. Mass was said mostly in the log cabin of Henry and 

Regina Schnekenburger.  In June of 1938, Robert, son of Henry 

and Regina, wrote out his memories of pioneer life.  The 

following is an excerpt from that letter.  ‘I remember well the 

first Missionary’s, a Father Laufaber, came to our house to say 

Mass. We delivered the message to the closest Catholic family 

and they in turn ran and told the next that Mass was being said 

in our parlour the following day. Mass was said and Mom’s 

bureau was the altar, my Mother was the server and sometimes 

interpreter in the confession, for some old Germans didn’t speak 

English. When Father died he expressed a wish for a church to 

be built on the farm so that the travelling Fathers would have a 

place to say Mass and when not, everyone could gather on 

Sunday and sing hymns and pray together. This wish was 



carried out by my mother and uncle Wendlin about five years 

after dad died” is this  a direct quote? If not some additional 

editing needs to be done.  In the fall of 1866 Henry went to 

plough a garden for a neighbour. Loading the plough in the 

back of his wagon, he set out down the road when a dog 

barked at the horse.  It bolted and threw the plough sliding 

forward, crushing Henry’s leg.  It took approximately six months 

for the injury to eventually take Henry’s life. The exact date of 

the building of St Henry’s is unknown but sometime between 

1870 and 1872. It measures 22 feet by 30 ½ feet and was built 

by Xavier Pheifer along with his sons John and Frank. The cost 

was approximately $450. As the church was being built Regina 

and her sister-in-law, Josephine, travelled to Buffalo, New York, 

to purchase the altar, vestments and statues for the outfitting 

of their new church. This would have been a grueling journey 

for two elderly women on their own in the 1870’s. This shows 

the true determination and devotion of these pioneer women. 

The items were shipped back by train to Newbury and then 

brought by wagon to St. Henry’s by Regina’s three sons, Joseph, 

John and Henry Jr.  By 1876 St. Henry’s and St Colomkille were 

united and Father Flannery of St. Thomas came once a month. 

Each family contributed $4.00 annually to cover this cost.  Mrs. 

Adam Miller Daubs donated oak timber from which Adolph 

Mansale made a cross that was placed at the back of the 

property, set aside for a cemetery. The first burial was 



Frederick Pichette who died in 1874. I was told by a man who 

was an altar boy at St Henry’s that many of the original grave 

markers were wooden crosses or wooden slabs, and over time 

rotted away. If families were still around, the wooden markers 

were eventually replaced with stone slabs or monuments. 

Many were never replaced; not all graves are marked at the 

back of St Henry’s. In 1922 William Schnekenburger built the 

impressive gateway with money provided by Robert 

Schnekenburger of Buffalo, New York, at the cost of $350. In 

1930 Robert and John Cowan dug out the basement and a 

“bee” was held to pour the concrete foundation and basement 

floor, all done with monies left by Luban Schnekenburger.  St 

Henry’s, though small, has been huge in the amount of love and 

adoration that has gone not only to building and outfitting the 

church but in maintenance and safe keeping to this day.  In 

1953 Joseph Pheifer put insul-brick siding on the exterior. In 

1963 the base of the original cross in the cemetery had rotted; 

it was sawed off at the base, extended, and then encased in a 

concrete base with metal supports.  At some point this cross 

has been encased in aluminum flashing in hopes of preserving 

it.  In 1978 Father Joe Denys, youth and volunteers re-sided it in 

cedar shakes. Mass was said at St. Henry’s on its name sakes 

feast day of July 13th up until the early 1980’s. St. Henry’s still 

stands today, although in need of a financial injection. It stands 

and shines amongst the cedars and cows that surround it.  It 



stands as a testament to the Catholic pioneers who came to 

this land, to grow crops and families, to escape religious 

prosecution, intolerance and bigotry. St. Henry’s is the oldest 

standing Catholic church in our Family of Parishes. 


